CHAPTER XII

THE STORY OF PETERS

THE collapse of the monarchial system in
1917 and the establishment of the provisional
government brought about a state of affairs
probably quite unprecedented in the annals of any
modern country. The sons of Mother Russia
exiled by the monarch were invited to return in
their thousands. The new Russia opened wide its
gates to the returning prodigals from all nations.

Even the prisons were opened, and there can be
small doubt that the guilty marched out to freedom
with the innocent. Everything was confusion,
nobody could tell which was which, and nobody
seemed to care very much.

Along with many other political prisoners set
free was one Dzierjinsky. A Polish Social Democrat,
whose name, in company with that of Peters, was to
become a terror in the land, only to be spoken of in
whispers and in fear and trembling as superstitious
people speak of the demon.

It was only during the succeeding months that
Peters and Dzierjinsky came into contact, but they
were to remain in close connection from that time
until the death of Dzierjinsky some years later.
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